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THE NEW GERMAN CABINET 


FTER difficult negotiations, a Ger- 

man Cabinet was finally formed on 
June 28 to replace the fourth Marx Min- 
istry which resigned officially on June 12. 
Its actual demise took place at the end of 
March when the People’s Party withdrew 
its support from the Government’s school 
bill. Since then, both before and after 
the dissolution of the Reichstag and the 
resulting general election held May 20, 
the Marx Government has functioned as 


an administrative rather than as a poli- 
tical body. 


The new Cabinet under the Chancellor- 
ship of a Social Democrat, Hermann 
Mueller, reflects the great gains made by 
the Socialist party in the May elections. 
Its other members are: 


Foreign Affairs Stresemann (People’s) 


Defense General Groener 
(no party) 
Interior Severing ; 
(Social Democratic) 
Finance Hilferding 
(Social Democratic) 
Justice Koch-Weser 


(Democratic) 


Transportation and 


Occupied Areas von Guerard (Center) 


Commerce Curtius (People’s) 
Labor Wissell 

(Social Democratic) 
Agriculture Dietrich (Democratic) 


Schaetzel 
(Bavarian People’s) 


Posts and Telegraphs 


This Ministry is admittedly a stop-gap 
until fall and was formed only as a result 
of the intervention of Stresemann and 
von Hindenburg. The Centrists and the 


People’s Party were recalcitrant in their 
attitude, the former demanding promises 
in regard to denominational schools, the 
latter insisting on their immediate admit- 
tance to the Prussian Government which 
has been and continues to be predomi- 
nantly Socialist. In the autumn, the Peo- 
ple’s Party will in all probability join the 
Prussian Government and the Reich Min- 
istry will be reorganized to give a larger 
representation to the Catholic Center 
Party. 

The new Government has been des- 
cribed as a “ministry of personalities,” 
and as such did not ask the Reichstag for 
the usual vote of confidence, a vote which 
would have been political in character. 
Instead, Chancellor Mueller appeared be- 
fore the Reichstag on July 3 and presented 
the program of the new Government, 
which was approved by a vote of 261 to 
134 on July 5. The Social Democrats, 
Catholic Centrists, Democrats, Bavarian 
and German People’s Parties supported 
the Government; the Nationalists, ex- 
treme Nationalists (Voelkische) and Com- 
munists formed the opposition. 


In his speech presenting the Cabinet’s 
program, Herr Mueller urged the speedy 
evacuation of at least the second (Cob- 
lenz) zone of the Rhineland, saying that 
‘if evacuation is delayed ....a most 
significant opportunity will have been neg- 
lected for translating the policy of 
reconciliation into acts.” He paid tribute 
to the Kellogg anti-war pact and declared 
that “peaceful understanding without 
thought of revenge for past humiliation 
and suffering” was the basis of the Reich’s 
foreign policy. 


Six Cooks 


ANGIER a while ago became the ob- 

ject of a new international agreement. 
To the minds of the simple, the amount 
of negotiation which preceded the new 
agreement is out of all proportion to the 
importance of the changes for which it 
makes provision. That a slight shift has 
been made in a notoriously inefficient ad- 
ministration seems much less important 
to the layman than the fact that the 
vicious system of divided control con- 
tinues to be imposed on a city that is un- 
fortunate enough to form part of a stra- 
tegically located zone in which several 
nations consider that they have vital in- 
terests. 

In August, 1926, Spain asked that it be 
permitted to administer Tangier either as 
an integral portion of Spanish Morocco or 
under a special mandate. The claim had 
to be considerably reduced, chiefly because 
of the opposition of France, which has 
perhaps less confidence in the efficiency 
of Spanish administration than Spain has 
itself. A Franco-Spanish agreement of 
March 3, 1928, provided that a Spaniard 
(assisted by a Frenchman) should head 
the Tangier gendarmerie, while the local 
Inspector General of Police was also to be 
a Spaniard. 

But Italy, still grieving because its own 
influence in the Mediterranean had not 
been given sufficient recognition in the 
Tangier Convention of 1923, also de- 
manded satisfaction. Between March 20 
and May 24, 1928, its claims were accord- 
ingly considered. The Powers decided to 
appoint an Italian magistrate on the muni- 
cipal tribunal and to give Italy three seats 
instead of two in the local Legislative As- 
sembly. An Italian was to succeed a 
Spaniard as Director of Hygiene and San- 
itation. Italy was mollified. An accord 
having thus been arrived at, France, 
Spain, Great Britain, Belgium, Holland 
and Portugal may now enjoy the coopera- 
tion of Italy in the administration of Tan- 
gier. The United States, for whom there 
is a vacant seat in the Legislative Assem- 
bly, does not collaborate in the task. Not 
having signed the Tangier Convention of 
1923, it confines itself to demanding that 
the economic door be kept open in the 
Tangier Zone. 

Meanwhile, in the welter of interna- 
tional jealousies, Tangier has forgotten 
what efficient administration means. 


E. P. M. 


Opening a New Chapter 
ERVOUSNESS in China, so ap- 
parent during May and June, ap- 

pears to have resolved itself for the 
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present into a state of superficial calm. 
Occasional outbursts, however, reveal 
glimpses of strong radical undercurrents 
of bitterness against Japan’s policy in 
Shantung and Manchuria—the effect of 
which has been to unite China against the 
external threat. And yet, taking China f ~ 
as a whole, the atmosphere has been no- | 
ticeably less aggressive than many ob- | 
servers of Chinese affairs predicted or ex- 5 
pected. To a large extent this must be | — 
attributed to the policy of moderation and | 
restraint adopted by the Nationalist Gov- 
ernment. 


The constructive policies which the Na- 
tionalists are already outlining augur well 
for the future unity of the movement. 
The keynote of the domestic program is 
“reconstruction,” the second step in the 
revolutionary program of Sun Yat-sen. 
A dramatic culmination of the first, or 
military, stage of the revolution took place 
on July 6 when the Nationalist military 
“Big Four” gathered at the tomb of Sun 
Yat-sen, outside Peking, to pay homage 
to the founder of Chinese Nationalism. 
The reported dispute between Governor 
Yen of Shansi and Feng, the “Christian | 
General,” over the division of control in 
the northern territory remains uncon- | 
firmed. 


In regard to Nationalist foreign policy, 
an official declaration has recently stated | 
that all unequal treaties which have al- 
ready expired shall ipso facto be abro- 
gated. The statement betrays neither im- 
patience nor a disregard for the various 
interests at stake, and to the negotiation 
of these new treaties, as the Chinese note | 
points out, the powers are already com- 
mitted. 


Concerning the future of Manchuria 
there is less evidence from which to draw 
a conclusion. A conference is going on 
at present in Peking among the Nation- 
alist leaders and the two dominating 
subjects on the agenda are said to be 
(1) drastic reduction of the armies and 
(2) the control of Manchuria. 


Soon after the assassination of Chang 
Tso-lin, which was officially reported on 
June 20, his son, Chang Hsueh-liang, suc- 
ceeded to the position of Governor of 
Fengtien and Dictator of Manchuria. 
Faced on the one hand with the prospect 
of Japanese domination and on the other 
with the hostility of the governors of 
the other two Manchurian provinces, 
Chang Hsueh-liang has wisely proposed 
negotiations with the Nationalists on the 
basis of equality, and conversations with 
the Nationalists are now going on. 


D. M. H. 


